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American International School of Costa Rica 
Social Studies Syllabus     
First Grade 
 

 
Introduction  
 

Children will learn about the world and their place within it.  They will explore people 
and places and discover what makes each of us unique and often similar.  Children will learn 
about historical events and how they relate to life and changes in the world today.    They will 
learn about themselves, family, community and countries, which we at AIS originally come 
from.   

First graders will learn how to use maps, charts, timelines and Internet resources. 
This curriculum has been aligned to the California State Standards, and the Teacher’s 

guide used for this class is the Scott Foresman Social Studies: All Together First Grade (2003) 
program. We will also use different resources including transparencies, library and computers. 
 
Lessons:  Intended Scope and Sequence 
 
Unit 1:  Time For School  (6 weeks) 
  

This unit introduces children to aspects of life at school, such as daily routines, rules, 
family and friends.  

Topics:  My School, Home and school, My Classrooms and Toys; Friends; My Family 
and Pets; Feelings; Rules We Follow; Values and Manners; All About Me.     
 
Unit 2:  In My Community   (6 weeks) 
 

This unit introduces children to aspects of life in a community and helps children learn 
about their relationship to home, neighborhood, community and state/country.  

Topics:  My Neighborhood, Communities, Special Things We Do, Community Laws and 
Leaders, Map skills. 
 
Unit 3:  Work! Work! Work!  (6 weeks) 
 

This unit introduces children to the concepts of jobs at home and at school and explores 
basic economic concepts relating to how people work to fulfill their economic needs and wants. 

Topics:  Jobs, Needs and Wants, Spending and Saving, From Place to Place, Money. 
 
Unit 4:  Our Earth, Our Resources  (6 weeks) 
 
 This unit introduces children to our Earth and its resources, and identifies and describes 
physical characteristics of places such as landforms, bodies of water and weather. 

Topics:  Different Kinds of Weather, Looking at Our Land and Water, Our Earth’s 
Resources, Caring for Our Resources.                                                          
 
Units 5:  This is Our Country (U.S.A. and Costa Rican Social Studies)   (6 weeks) 
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Children will learn about people and events that have helped shape the history of the 
United States.  They will explore the origins of some national holidays and symbols, and they 
will learn about the roles played by leaders. 

Topics:  Native Americans, Early Travelers to America, The Colonies Become Free, 
Symbols in Our Country, Holidays, Choosing Our Country’s Leaders. 
 
Unit 6:  Our Country, Our World   (6 weeks) 
 
 Children will learn about the market, decision-making, technology and inventions.  They 
will also learn about life around the world. 

Topics:  Visiting the Market, How Things Have Changed, Inventors and Inventions, How 
Travel Has Changed, Life Around the World. 
 
Assessment 
 
Participation Rubric:  20% 
Homework:  20% 
Tests, Quizzes and Projects:  60% 
 


